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Social and Political Rumours
Sura Ahzab (33) Verses 60-62

ر ٌضَوَ ل َ َفِيَُقُلوبِِهْمَم  َو الَِّذين  َبَِئِْنَل ْمَي ْنت ِهَاْلُمن افُِقون  ِدين ِةَل ُنْغِري نَّك  َفِيَاْلم  ِهْمَاْلُمْرِجُفون 
َ َق لِيًلا اَإَِلَّ َفِيه  اِوُرون ك  َُيج  ََل  {60}ُثمَّ

[Shakir 33:60] If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease and 

the agitators in the city do not desist, We shall most certainly set you over 

them, then they shall not be your neighbors in it but for a little while;

َ اَُثِقُفواَُأِخُذواَو ُقت ُِلواَت ْقِتيًلا ََۖأ ْين م  ْلُعونِين  {61}م 

[Shakir 33:61] Cursed: wherever they are found they shall be seized and 

murdered, a (horrible) murdering.

َلُِسنَّةَِ ل ْواَِمْنَق ْبُلََۖو ل ْنَت جِد  َخ  َاللَِّهَفِيَالَِّذين  َُسنَّة  {62}اللَِّهَت ْبِديًلا

[Shakir 33:62] (Such has been) the course of Allah with respect to those 

who have gone before; and you shall not find any change in the course of 

Allah.



-The background

o According to the Tafsir of Ali bin Ibrahim, the aforementioned 3

verses were revealed about the hypocrites of Madina who in the

absence of Prophet Muhammad (saww) used to spread several types

of rumours about him. For instance when Prophet (saww) left

Madina for an imposed war they spread out the rumour that he

(saww) got killed, arrested or Muslims got defeated etc. This would

bring a great agony and anxiety to the reaming Muslims, women

and children in Madina.

o The word ‘Murjifoun’ in the verse 60 comes from the root word

‘Rajfat’ which means earthquake. By using this word Almighty has

described the consequences of the rumours such as instability and

the insecurity that the victim society has to face.



Moral-related Rumours

َسُبوُه َشرّاً لَُکمإ بَلإ ُهوَ  ُکمإ ال تَحإ بٌَة ِمنإ ِک ُعصإ فإ ِ ُهمإ إِنَّ الَِّذیَن جاُؤ بِاْلإ ِرٍئ ِمنإ َتَسَب  َخیإٌر لَُکمإ لُِکّلِ امإ َما اکإ
ُهمإ لَُه َعذاٌب َعِظیمٌ  ثإِم َو الَِّذی تََولّى کِبإَرُه ِمنإ ِ (١١)ِمَن اْلإ

ِمناُت بِأَنإُفِسِهمإ َخیإراً َو ق ِمُنوَن َو الإُمؤإ ُتُموُه ظَنَّ الإُمؤإ ٌک ُمبِینٌ لَوإ ال إِذإ َسِمعإ (١٢)الُوا هذا إِفإ

َهداِء َفُأولئَِک ِعنإ  بََعِة ُشَهداَء َفإِذإ لَمإ یَأإتُوا بِالشُّ (١٣)َد هلِل ُهُم الإکاِذُبونَ لَوإ ال جاُؤ َعلَیإِه بِأَرإ

ُکمإ فِ  ِخَرِة لََمسَّ نإیا َو اْلإ َمُتُه فِی الدُّ ُل هلِل َعلَیإُکمإ َو َرحإ ُتمإ فِیِه َعذاٌب َعِظیمٌ َو لَوإ ال َفضإ (١٤)یما َََفضإ

واِهُکمإ ما لَیإَس لَُکمإ بِهِ  نَُه بِأَلإِسَنتُِکمإ َو تَُقولُوَن بِأَفإ َسُبونَُه َهیِّناً َو ُهَو إِذإ تَلَقَّوإ َد هلِل ِعلإٌم َو تَحإ ِعنإ
(١٥)َعِظیمٌ 

ُتُموُه ُقلإُتمإ ما یَُکوُن لَنا ََنإ نََتَکلََّم بِهذا ُسبإحانََک ه تاٌن َعِظیمٌ َو لَوإ ال إِذإ َسِمعإ (١٦)ذا ُبهإ

ِمنِینَ  ُتمإ ُمؤإ لِِه ََبَداً إِنإ ُکنإ (١٧)یَِعظُُکُم هلُل ََنإ تَُعوُدوا لِِمثإ

یاتِ َو هلُل َعلِیٌم َحکِیمٌ  (١٨)َو ُیبَیُِّن هلُل لَُکُم اْلإ

ِخَرِة َو هللُ إِنَّ الَِّذیَن ُیِحبُّوَن ََنإ تَِشیَع الإفاِحَشُة فِی الَِّذیَن آَمُنوا لَُهمإ َعذاٌب ََ  نإیا َو اْلإ لَُم لِیٌم فِی الدُّ  یَعإ
لَُمونَ  (١٩)َو ََنإُتمإ ال تَعإ

َمُتُه َو ََنَّ هلَل َرءُوٌف َرِحیمٌ  ُل هلِل َعلَیإُکمإ َو َرحإ (٢٠)َو لَوإ ال َفضإ



-Translation
[Shakir 24:11] Surely they who concocted the lie are a party from among you. Do not regard it an 
evil to you; nay, it is good for you. Every man of them shall have what he has earned of sin; and (as 
for) him who took upon himself the main part thereof, he shall have a grievous chastisement.
[Shakir 24:12] Why did not the believing men and the believing women, when you heard it, think 
well of their own people, and say: This is an evident falsehood?
[Shakir 24:13] Why did they not bring four witnesses of it? But as they have not brought witnesses 
they are liars before Allah.
[Shakir 24:14] And were it not for Allah's grace upon you and His mercy in this world and the 
hereafter, a grievous chastisement would certainly have touched you on account of the discourse 
which you entered into.
[Shakir 24:15] When you received it with your tongues and spoke with your mouths what you had no 
knowledge of, and you deemed it an easy matter while with Allah it was grievous.
[Shakir 24:16] And why did you not, when you heard it, say: It does not beseem us that we should 
talk of it; glory be to Thee! this is a great calumny?
[Shakir 24:17] Allah admonishes you that you should not return to the like of it ever again if you are 
believers.
[Shakir 24:18] And Allah makes clear to you the communications; and Allah is Knowing, Wise.
[Shakir 24:19] Surely (as for) those who love that scandal should circulate respecting those who 
believe, they shall have a grievous chastisement in this world and the hereafter; and Allah knows, 
while you do not know.
[Shakir 24:20] And were it not for Allah's grace on you and His mercy, and that Allah is 
Compassionate, Merciful.



-The background

 According to the dominant opinion the verses were revealed after an incident 

about lady Aisha, a wife of the Prophet Muhammad (saww). 

 During a journey Aisha got left behind from the caravan and she spent the night in 

the desert nearby Madina. In the morning a man called Safwan who also had faced 

the same problem, saw her and brought her to Madina with due respect. This 

incident was more than enough for the hypocrites to accuse her of immorality and 

spread this rumour. Very soon the sensational news engulfed the Muslim community 

in general which is articulated in the aforementioned passage of Surah 24. 

 Another Shan Nuzool states the victim and accused lady was Maria Qibtia, another 

wife of Prophet Muhammad (saww) not Aisha. 

 Both Shan e Nuzool/ the backgrounds of the revelation face some objections. 

However, the lessons are much more important than that of Shane Nuzool which 

remain unaffected and the same. 



Islamic Punishment for Rumour

 1st group must be banished and face death penality if persist

Small political rumours could cause the horrendous destruction to the human

being. Many wars and murders are instigated by the rumours. This clearly explains

and justifies the prescribed punishments for the conviction of such crimes.

 2nd group (accusing an innocent person of an unproven 

adultery) will face 80 lashes

 For other types of rumours against a Momin or his/her family, the 

perpetrator will face Ta’zir which in this case is any number of less than 80 

lashes (depending on the decision of Islamic Judiciary)

Note: In non-Islamic states like all other prescribed sentences the above mentioned punishments will 

not be applicable. However, needless to say the punishment of the Hereafter could not be skipped by 

anyone who did not repent appropriately. Rather, it would be more vigorous about those who could avert 

the prescribed punishment in this world.



Group Discussion



Group Discussion 1

Identify some rumours within the society

The contribution of the group: 

To answer this question we divided the society as below:

Nation

Rumour - that Iraq had WMD and they could strike within 45min. The consequences of this rumour 

was killing of millions of innocent people and a destruction of a nation.

Community (Muslim)

Rumour - some ignorant people slander Shias on various issues. The consequences of this is division 

and hatred within Muslim community 

Community (immediate)

Rumour - innuendo and allegations against a representative of a Mujtahid. Consequences not 

remitting Khums money through him. Possibly causing hardship to the most valuable in the society.

Personal 

Rumour - slandering the character of a young person through social media which will adversely 

effect the individual future. 



Group Discussion 2

The Consequences of Rumours

3 people are affected by rumours:

 Individual consequences such as losing friends

 Family - impacts them as their family name is affected in society
The victim and the person that's spreading the rumour.
Causes arguments amongst people/friends - causes distrust between people
Makes it difficult to trust new people

 Rift between people
Can lead to pride and then leads to insecurities about themselves
Could lead to low self esteem, depression or self harm
For example Sunni and Shia Muslims. Eg Sunnis have different beliefs of the 
events of sham e Ghariba. This causes distance and hatred between the two 
communities.
Rumours on a larger scale can also cause tension between cities. Which could 
lead to war.
You realise who you can trust within your circle or friends and in the community.



Group Discussion 3
Rumours WHO & WHY

WHO?

People who are weak, evil, bullies, have a low understanding of religion, 

low values, defected try to spread rumours about people, businesses, 

religious groups etc.

Why?

To cause damage, hatred, spread lies, disunity, damage ones character to 

Individuals.

For economical political, social, and religious reasons.

Just to show off, fun, amusement, entertainment



Closing Remarks 



Who spreads rumours? 

Defeated people – Backbiting is the last resort of an 

incapable/defeated person (Prophet Muhammad saww)

Ali (as): ذوواالعيوبَیحبونَاشاعةَمعایبَالناسَليتسعَلهمَالعذرَفیَمعایبهم

‘defected and blameworthy people spread others defects to widen the scope of excuse 
for own problems’

فانَشرارَالناسَطائرونَاليکَباقاویلَالسوء

Ali (as): ‘Indeed, the evil mongers will flock to you with the rumours’ 



Our Duty
1. Research and investigate when a news breaks out from a suspected source:َُکْمَفاِسٌق إِْنَجاء 

بِن ب إٍَف ت ب يَُّنواَأ ْنَتُِصيُبواَ

2. Refer to experts and follow the instructions: َل وَرد وهَالىَالرسولَوَالىَاوليَاَلمرَمنهمَو

3. Ask for evidence: if morality is targeted ask for 4 eye witnesses. If the gossiper fails to 
produce the evidence, then advise him to keep silent to avoid the prescribed punishment by 
Allah. For other types of suspected news, information, opinion, hadith etc. ask for the 
reference.  

4. Believe in your eyes not in your ears- سمعتالباطل ان تقول  الحق ان تقول رَيتو 

5. Don’t believe and follow/speak until you are fully sure about something:  ََل كَ و َل اَل ْيس  ت ْقُفَم 
ِعْلمٌَبِِهَ

6. It is sufficient for a person to be considered a liar who tells others about everything he/she 
hears … كذبابالمرءَكفىَ

7. Never speak about something that you know not but even don’t talk about everything that 
you know: َتعلمتقلَماَلَتعلمَبلََلَتقلَکلَماََل

8. Don’t even listen to everything- عبدهمن اصغی الی ناطق فقد  ليسَلکَانَتسمعَماَوَ
انَالسمعَوالبصر: شئتََلنَهللاَیقول



-Our Duty

9. Prophet (saww):A believer's mouth remains shut (about others) 

until it becomes necessary or sounds appropriate to speak  المؤمنَملجم

10. Prophet (saww):Who hears bad news about somebody and spreads 

it, is like the one who committed it. And whoever hears the good 

character/virtue of somebody and shares with others is also like the 

one who performed it: َمنَسمعَفاحشةَفافشاهاَکانَکمنَاتاهاَوَمنَسمعَخيرا

عملهفافشاهَکانَکمنَ


